
California Coastal Act 
 

Resource Protection and Related Sections 
 

(These sections were extracted from the California Coastal Act to provide the interested 
reader with easy access to some of the more important provisions related to resource 
protection within the California Coastal Zone.  These are not necessarily the only sections 
that must be reviewed to determine whether any particular development would have 
adverse impacts on natural resources or would be permitted under the Coastal Act.  John 
Dixon, Staff Ecologist, CCC, 05-01-2012) 

 
 

Chapter 1 
Findings and Declarations and  

General Provisions 
 
Section 30001 Legislative findings and declarations; ecological balance  
 
The Legislature hereby finds and declares:  
(a) That the California coastal zone is a distinct and valuable natural resource of vital and 
enduring interest to all the people and exists as a delicately balanced ecosystem.  
(b) That the permanent protection of the state's natural and scenic resources is a paramount 
concern to present and future residents of the state and nation.  
(c) That to promote the public safety, health, and welfare, and to protect public and private 
property, wildlife, marine fisheries, and other ocean resources, and the natural environment, it 
is necessary to protect the ecological balance of the coastal zone and prevent its 
deterioration and destruction.  
(d) That existing developed uses, and future developments that are carefully planned and 
developed consistent with the policies of this division, are essential to the economic and 
social well-being of the people of this state and especially to working persons employed 
within the coastal zone.  
(Amended by Ch. 1090, Stats. 1979.) 
 
Section 30001.5 Legislative findings and declarations; goals  
The Legislature further finds and declares that the basic goals of the state for the coastal 
zone are to:  
(a) Protect, maintain, and where feasible, enhance and restore the overall quality of the 
coastal zone environment and its natural and artificial resources.  
(b) Assure orderly, balanced utilization and conservation of coastal zone resources taking 
into account the social and economic needs of the people of the state.  
(c) Maximize public access to and along the coast and maximize public recreational 
opportunities in the coastal zone consistent with sound resources conservation principles and 
constitutionally protected rights of private property owners.  
(d) Assure priority for coastal-dependent and coastal-related development over other 
development on the coast. 
(e) Encourage state and local initiatives and cooperation in preparing procedures to 
implement coordinated planning and development for mutually beneficial uses, including 
educational uses, in the coastal zone.  
(Amended by: Ch. 1090, Stats. 1979; Ch. 1617, Stats. 1982.) 
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Section 30007.5 Legislative findings and declarations; resolution of policy conflicts 
 
The Legislature further finds and recognizes that conflicts may occur between one or more 
policies of the division. The Legislature therefore declares that in carrying out the provisions 
of this division such conflicts be resolved in a manner which on balance is the most protective 
of significant coastal resources. In this context, the Legislature declares that broader policies 
which, for example, serve to concentrate development in close proximity to urban and 
employment centers may be more protective, overall, than specific wildlife habitat and other 
similar resource policies. 

 
 

Chapter 2  
 

Definitions 
 
Section 30103 (in part) Coastal zone; map; purpose  
 
 (a) "Coastal zone" means that land and water area of the State of California from the 
Oregon border to the border of the Republic of Mexico, specified on the maps identified and 
set forth in Section 17 of that chapter of the Statutes of the 1975-76 Regular Session 
enacting this division, extending seaward to the state's outer limit of jurisdiction, including all 
offshore islands, and extending inland generally 1,000 yards from the mean high tide line of 
the sea.  In significant coastal estuarine, habitat, and recreational areas it extends inland to 
the first major ridgeline paralleling the sea or five miles from the mean high tide line of the 
sea, whichever is less, and in developed urban areas the zone generally extends inland less 
than 1,000 yards.  The coastal zone does not include the area of jurisdiction of the San 
Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission, established pursuant to Title 7.2 
(commencing with Section 66600) of the Government Code, nor any area contiguous thereto, 
including any river, stream, tributary, creek, or flood control or drainage channel flowing into 
such area. 
 
 
Section 30106 Development 
 
"Development" means, on land, in or under water, the placement or erection of any solid 
material or structure; discharge or disposal of any dredged material or of any gaseous, liquid, 
solid, or thermal waste; grading, removing, dredging, mining, or extraction of any materials; 
change in the density or intensity of use of land, including, but not limited to, subdivision 
pursuant to the Subdivision Map Act (commencing with Section 66410 of the Government 
Code), and any other division of land, including lot splits, except where the land division is 
brought about in connection with the purchase of such land by a public agency for public 
recreational use; change in the intensity of use of water, or of access thereto; construction, 
reconstruction, demolition, or alteration of the size of any structure, including any facility of 
any private, public, or municipal utility; and the removal or harvesting of major vegetation 
other than for agricultural purposes, kelp harvesting, and timber operations which are in 
accordance with a timber harvesting plan submitted pursuant to the provisions of the Z'berg-
Nejedly Forest Practice Act of 1973 (commencing with Section 4511). 
 

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/calaw.html
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/calaw.html
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As used in this section, "structure" includes, but is not limited to, any building, road, pipe, 
flume, conduit, siphon, aqueduct, telephone line, and electrical power transmission and 
distribution line. 
 
 
Section 30107.5 Environmentally sensitive area 
 
 "Environmentally sensitive area" means any area in which plant or animal life or their 
habitats are either rare or especially valuable because of their special nature or role in an 
ecosystem and which could be easily disturbed or degraded by human activities and 
developments. [Equivalent to Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Area in Section 30240] 
 
 
 
Section 30115 Sea 
 
"Sea" means the Pacific Ocean and all harbors, bays, channels, estuaries, salt marshes, 
sloughs, and other areas subject to tidal action through any connection with the Pacific 
Ocean, excluding nonestuarine rivers, streams, tributaries, creeks, and flood control and 
drainage channels. "Sea" does not include the area of jurisdiction of the San Francisco Bay 
Conservation and Development Commission, established pursuant to Title 7.2 (commencing 
with Section 66600) of the Government Code, including any river, stream, tributary, creek, or 
flood control or drainage channel flowing directly or indirectly into such area. 
 
 
Section 30121 Wetland 
 
"Wetland" means lands within the coastal zone which may be covered periodically or 
permanently with shallow water and include saltwater marshes, freshwater marshes, open or 
closed brackish water marshes, swamps, mudflats, and fens. 

 
 
[additional definition from the California Code of Regulations: 
 
§ 13577. (in part)  Criteria for Permit and Appeal Jurisdiction Boundary Determinations. 
 
 (b) Wetlands. (in part) 
 
 (1) ...Wetland shall be defined as land where the water table is at, near, or above the 

land surface long enough to promote the formation of hydric soils or to support the 
growth of hydrophytes, and shall also include those types of wetlands where 
vegetation is lacking and soil is poorly developed or absent as a result of frequent 
and drastic fluctuations of surface water levels, wave action, water flow, turbidity or 
high concentrations of salts or other substances in the substrate. Such wetlands 
can be recognized by the presence of surface water or saturated substrate at some 
time during each year and their location within, or adjacent to, vegetated wetlands 
or deep-water habitats. For purposes of this section, the upland limit of a wetland 
shall be defined as: 
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 (A) the boundary between land with predominantly hydrophytic cover and land with 
predominantly mesophytic or xerophytic cover; 

 
 (B) the boundary between soil that is predominantly hydric and soil that is 

predominantly nonhydric; or 
 
 (C) in the case of wetlands without vegetation or soils, the boundary between land 

that is flooded or saturated at some time during years of normal precipitation, 
and land that is not. 

 
 (2) For the purposes of this section, the term "wetland" shall not include wetland 

habitat created by the presence of and associated with agricultural ponds and 
reservoirs where: 

 
 (A) the pond or reservoir was in fact constructed by a farmer or rancher for 

agricultural purposes; and 
 
 (B) there is no evidence (e.g., aerial photographs, historical survey, etc.) showing 

that wetland habitat pre-dated the existence of the pond or reservoir. Areas with 
drained hydric soils that are no longer capable of supporting hydrophytes shall 
not be considered wetlands.] 

 
 

 
Chapter 3 

 
COASTAL RESOURCES PLANNING AND 

MANAGEMENT POLICIES 
 
ARTICLE 4 MARINE ENVIRONMENT 
 
Section 30230 Marine resources; maintenance 
 
 Marine resources shall be maintained, enhanced, and where feasible, restored.  Special 
protection shall be given to areas and species of special biological or economic significance.  
Uses of the marine environment shall be carried out in a manner that will sustain the 
biological productivity of coastal waters and that will maintain healthy populations of all 
species of marine organisms adequate for long-term commercial, recreational, scientific, and 
educational purposes. 
 
Section 30231 Biological productivity; water quality 
 
 The biological productivity and the quality of coastal waters, streams, wetlands, 
estuaries, and lakes appropriate to maintain optimum populations of marine organisms and 
for the protection of human health shall be maintained and, where feasible, restored through, 
among other means, minimizing adverse effects of waste water discharges and entrainment, 
controlling runoff, preventing depletion of ground water supplies and substantial interference 
with surface water flow, encouraging waste water reclamation, maintaining natural vegetation 
buffer areas that protect riparian habitats, and minimizing alteration of natural streams. 
 



California Coastal Act:  Selected Resource Protection Sections   Page 5 of 6 

 
Section 30233 (in part) Diking, filling or dredging; continued movement of sediment 
and nutrients 
 
 (a) The diking, filling, or dredging of open coastal waters, wetlands, estuaries, and lakes 
shall be permitted in accordance with other applicable provisions of this division, where there 
is no feasible less environmentally damaging alternative, and where feasible mitigation 
measures have been provided to minimize adverse environmental effects, and shall be 
limited to the following: 
 
 (l) New or expanded port, energy, and coastal-dependent industrial facilities, including 
commercial fishing facilities. 
 
 (2) Maintaining existing, or restoring previously dredged, depths in existing navigational 
channels, turning basins, vessel berthing and mooring areas, and boat launching ramps. 
 
 (3) In open coastal waters, other than wetlands, including streams, estuaries, and lakes, 
new or expanded boating facilities and the placement of structural pilings for public 
recreational piers that provide public access and recreational opportunities. 
 
 (4) Incidental public service purposes, including but not limited to, burying cables and 
pipes or inspection of piers and maintenance of existing intake and outfall lines. 
 
 (5) Mineral extraction, including sand for restoring beaches, except in environmentally 
sensitive areas. 
 
 (6) Restoration purposes. 
  
 (7) Nature study, aquaculture, or similar resource dependent activities. 
 
 (Amended by: Ch. 673, Stats. 1978; Ch. 43, Stats. 1982; Ch. 1167, Stats. 1982; Ch. 454, 
Stats. 1983; Ch. 294, Stats. 2006.) 
 
 
Section 30236 Water supply and flood control 
 
 Channelizations, dams, or other substantial alterations of rivers and streams shall 
incorporate the best mitigation measures feasible, and be limited to (l) necessary water 
supply projects, (2) flood control projects where no other method for protecting existing 
structures in the floodplain is feasible and where such protection is necessary for public 
safety or to protect existing development, or (3) developments where the primary function is 
the improvement of fish and wildlife habitat. 
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ARTICLE 5 LAND RESOURCES 
 
Section 30240 Environmentally sensitive habitat areas; adjacent developments 
 
 (a) Environmentally sensitive habitat areas shall be protected against any significant 
disruption of habitat values, and only uses dependent on those resources shall be allowed 
within those areas. 
  
 (b) Development in areas adjacent to environmentally sensitive habitat areas and parks 
and recreation areas shall be sited and designed to prevent impacts which would significantly 
degrade those areas, and shall be compatible with the continuance of those habitat and 
recreation areas. 
 
(Amended by Ch. 285, Stats. 1991.) 
 
 
ARTICLE 6  DEVELOPMENT 
 
Section 30250 (in part) Location; existing developed area 
 
 (a) New residential, commercial, or industrial development, except as otherwise 
provided in this division, shall be located within, contiguous with, or in close proximity to, 
existing developed areas able to accommodate it or, where such areas are not able to 
accommodate it, in other areas with adequate public services and where it will not have 
significant adverse effects, either individually or cumulatively, on coastal resources. ... 
 
(Amended by Ch. 1090, Stats. 1979.) 
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