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3 Parameters ς CŜŘŜǊŀƭκ/ƻǊǇǎΧ 

ÅVegetation 

 

ÅSoils 

 

ÅHydrology 
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3 Parameters ς but only 1 needed for 
State/Coastal Commission 

ÅVegetation 

 

ÅSoils 

 

ÅHydrology 
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Vegetation:  Wetlands Definition 
 

 Those areas that are inundated or saturated 
by surface or ground water at a frequency and 
duration sufficient to support, a prevalence of 
vegetation typically adapted for life in 
saturated soils conditions. Wetlands generally 
include swamps, marshes, bogs, and similar 
areas. 

 
 Part II Technical Guidelines ς On line 1987 Corps Manual, p. 9 ¶26(a) 
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Vegetation:  Prevalence 

 άΦ Φ Φ Φ Lǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇǊŜŎƛǎŜ ǘŜǊƳ ƴƻǘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǳǎŜŘ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜέ 

 

 ά!ǎ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǘƭŀƴŘǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴΣ 
prevalence refers to the plant community or 
communities that occur in an area at some 
Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜΦέ 

 
 Part II Technical Guidelines ς On line 1987 Corps Manual, p. 13 ¶30 
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Vegetation:  Prevalence can be determined 
ǳǎƛƴƎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎΧ 

ÅDominance (basal area or canopy coverage) 

ÅDensity (number of individuals/unit area) 

ÅFrequency όІ ǘƛƳŜǎ {ǇŜŎƛŜǎ ά·έ ƻŎŎǳǊǎκƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǎŀƳǇƭŜ 
points x 100)  

Å Importance Value (sum of relative frequency, density, and 
dominance, or any combination thereof) 

ÅBiomass (dry weight of species above ground, below ground, 
or both) 

ÅNet Primary Productivity (rate at which carbohydrate is 
accumulated in the tissue of plants [a primary producer] in an 
ecosystem) 
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Vegetation:  Methods for Hydrophytic Vegetation 

Å Indicator 1: Dominance test 
ï If not met but you have wetland hydrology and hydric soils, continue 

 

Å Indicator 2: Prevalence Index 
ï If not met but you have wetland hydrology and hydric soils, continue 

 

Å Indicator 3: Morphological Adaptations 
ï If not met but you have wetland hydrology and hydric soils, proceed to 

Difficult Wetland Situations procedures 
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Vegetation: National Wetland Plant List  
(2012 Plant Lists) 

http://wetland_plants.usace.army.mil  
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Vegetation:  Data Form 
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