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Welcomes 

Water Quality Control Board 

  
RWQCB GOALS: 
  
Healthy Aquatic Habitat – By 2025, 80 percent of Aquatic Habitat is 
healthy, and the remaining 20 percent exhibits positive trends in key 
parameters. 
  
Proper Land Management – By 2025, 80 percent of lands within an 
watershed will be managed to maintain proper watershed functions, and 
the remaining 20 percent will exhibit positive trends in key watershed 
parameters. 
  
Clean Groundwater – By 2025, 80 percent of groundwater will be clean, 
and the remaining 20 percent will exhibit positive trends in key 
parameters. 

 

 

Healthy Watersheds function well ecologically and are sustainable.  

They have:  

•healthy, diverse aquatic habitat, 

•healthy riparian areas and corridors  

•vegetative buffers minimize pollutant runoff to surface waters,  

•sufficient cover and canopy to maintain healthy habitat,  

•near natural levels of sediment transport.    

•surface waters meet water quality objectives 

•sediments are low in pollutants to provide for healthy habitat.   

•groundwater is near natural levels in quantity and quality 

•creek habitat and migratory fish routes are sustained 
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Before the sand…  

(1997) 

After the rains… 

(1998) 

Value of Conservation Lands

1968-2005

$0

$5,000,000

$10,000,000

$15,000,000

$20,000,000

$25,000,000

$30,000,000

$35,000,000

ESF

TNC

ESNERR

State

Harbor District

County

Area of Conservation Lands

1968-2005

0

1,000

2,000

3,000

4,000

5,000

6,000

7,000

8,000

1

A
c
re

s



Water Quality and the Elkhorn Slough: A 
Tour for the Central Coast Regional 
Water Quality Control Board 

11/15/2013 

Mark Silberstein, presenter 8 



Water Quality and the Elkhorn Slough: A 
Tour for the Central Coast Regional 
Water Quality Control Board 

11/15/2013 

Mark Silberstein, presenter 9 



Water Quality and the Elkhorn Slough: A 
Tour for the Central Coast Regional 
Water Quality Control Board 

11/15/2013 

Mark Silberstein, presenter 10 



Water Quality and the Elkhorn Slough: A 
Tour for the Central Coast Regional 
Water Quality Control Board 

11/15/2013 

Mark Silberstein, presenter 11 

A

B

C

D

N
itr

at
e 

(µ
M

)

0

10

20

S
al

in
ity

0

10

20

30

Date  (GMT)

11/1/03 1/1/04 3/1/04 5/1/04 7/1/04 9/1/04

N
itr

at
e 

(µ
M

)

0

1000

2000

N
itr

at
e 

(µ
M

)

0

100

200

M1 Monterey Bay

M1 Monterey Bay
L01 Elkhorn Slough

M1 Monterey Bay
L01 Elkhorn Slough
L03 Old Salinas R.



Water Quality and the Elkhorn Slough: A 
Tour for the Central Coast Regional 
Water Quality Control Board 

11/15/2013 

Mark Silberstein, presenter 12 


