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Why Do a TMDL?...
CWA Objective: “to restore and maintain the chemical, 

physical and biological integrity of the Nation’s waters”

Federal Clean Water Act:
States Must “List” Impaired Waterbodies

Not Meeting WQ Standards

“Listed” Waterbodies: 
States (Water Board) must address = 

TMDL

Implementation Plan
Basin Plan Amendment

State TMDL Policy
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Nutrients: Tidally pumped up the estuary

Source: Nick Nidzieko
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Outcome

More informed TMDL Regulation for Nitrogen in main source 
tributary to the Elkhorn Slough

(Staff had never set standards in salt water)
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Outcome

Public acknowledgement of NERR involvement
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Personal communication is important
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Demonstration that NERRS can save others’ $ 
by helping with mandatory monitoring

Outcome
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The End
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