
The California Coastal Prairie

Coastal Prairie – San Simeon

Coastal Prairie – Fort Bragg

Grazing History



Fire (?)

Soil

Danthonia californica (California oatgrass)

Deschampsia caespitosa holciformis (Tufted hairgrass)



Deschampsia caespitosa beringensis – Napa Valley

Festuca idahoensis roemeri (Idaho fescue)

Festuca idahoensis roemeri – Angle Island

Festuca idahoensis roemeri – Pt. Cabrillo



Festuca rubra – Jughandle

Festuca rubra – Pt. Molate

Festuca rubra – Big Sur Coast

Point Molate



Richmond Field Station

Nassella pulchra (Purple Needlegrass)

Bromus maritimus

Hordeum brachyantherum (Meadow barley)



Agrostis pallens (Thingrass)

Koeleria macrantha (Junegrass)

Calamagrostis stricta inexpansa (Thurber’s reedgrass)

Calamagrostis foliosa (Cape Mendocino reedgrass)



Poa unilateralisAlopecurus aequalis var. 
sonomensis

Carex pansa – Asilimar, Pacific Grove

Slack Dunes – Point Arena /Oceano Dunes

Other Native Perennial Grasses
Agrostis blasdalei
A. densiflora (A. clivicola var. punta-reyensis)
A exarata
A. pallens
Calamagrostis nutkaensis 
Elymus glaucus
E. virescens
Leymus mollis
L. pacificus
Panicum acuminatum (P. pacificum)
Phalaris californica 
Phleum alpinum
Poa douglasii
Poa macrantha
Trisetum canescens



Veratrum fimbriatum Grindelia stricta platyphylla Wyethia angustifolia

Iris douglasiana (Douglas Iris)



Naturalized Exotic Grasses

Ammophila arenaria
Agrostis  capillaris (A. tenuis)
Anthoxanthum odoratum
Arrhenatherum elatius
Briza maxima*
Bromus diandrus*
Cortaderia jubata
Festuca arundinacea
Holcus lanatus
Lolium perenne
Nassella manicata
Pennisetum clandestinum

* Annuals

Land Use – Cultivation

Erosion – Soil Loss

Gorse – San Bruno Mountain



Management – Let It Go ?


