Badger ecology In coastal

Implications for corridor d
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« Why do badgers
matter?

- Badger ecology
—Movement

—Habitat
preferences

* What makes a
good badger
corridor?
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About
badgers...

Mustelids

6 species worldwide
Carnivorous-omnivourous
Semi-fossorial

About American badg,ers

[

e Taxidea taxus (4 tEu
subspecies) "t‘{’

« Range across the ™™
western U.S,,

southern Canada,
and northern
Mexico

» Associated with
grasslands, open
habitats

* Semi-fossorial
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About American badgers

Females ~ 7 kg,
males ~ 15 kg.

1-4 kits per year (avg. ,m
2). .
Polygamous
Delayed implanters
Solitary

Mainly carnivorous

Eat burrowing
rodents, lizards,
birds and bird eggs

o on 2 km?2 —>200 km?

':TOG km dispersal

"« In California, home
~_ranges between 1
and 24 km2

. Movements vary . ]
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Habitat preference

« Habitat preference

— Locations within
home range
compared to home
range composition
(3 order)

— Composition of home &
range compared to
composition of study
site (2"d order)

— Dens, active, and
pooled locations

Habitat preference

» Vegetation type
» Distance from
roads

« Distance from
trails

Habitat selection

* Active locations

— Preferred to be
distant from
roads

— No preference
for other
factors

* Den locations

Habitat selection

— Preferred to be
distant from
roads, trails

— Preferred
scrub,
grassland,
riparian/ marsh

— Least preferred
urban and oak
woodland




Habitat selection
Movement
paths

« All locations

— Preferred to be
distant from
roads, close to
trails

— Preferred annual
grassland, native
grassland, scrub

— Least preferred
urban and
maritime chaparral

* Up to 2 km/night
« Will cross busy road

« Perhaps follow linear
landscape features?

¢ Or don't follow them
at all.

Implications for corridor design




Implications for corridor design Implications for corridor design

» Fortunately.

What does a badger
burrow look like?
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