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11/14/2006

Susan Harris

Associate Planner

City of Santa Cruz

Department of Parks & Recreation

323 Church Street

Santa Cruz, CA 95060

Re: Ohlone Tiger Beetle Surveys

Surveys for the federally listed Ohlone tiger beetle (OTB), were conducted by Tim Hyland and Chris Spohrer at the City of Santa Cruz’s Moore Creek Preserve on the 5th and 8th of February and again on the 19th of April, 2006.  The City’s Pogonip property was also surveyed on February 5th and 8th and April 18th, 2006. These days were picked as the peak of emergence for adults of this species, from observation of nearby populations in the weeks preceding the surveys. All surveys were conducted between 10:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., with weather ranging from clear skies to high-scattered clouds and south to southwest winds under 3 mph. Temperatures ranged from 63 to 71 degrees Fahrenheit. The survey route included all known or suspected habitat.

No OTB were detected on the Pogonip property during any of the surveys. This is consistent with survey results from 2005. Last year’s comments about the trail serving as possible adult habitat but lacking the adjacent bare ground for life cycle completion still apply. 

OTB numbers at the Moore Creek Preserve decreased from last year.  Although in less abundance, beetles were found in similar areas to 2005, throughout some of the loop prescribed by the Prairie View and Terrace Loop Trails. Additionally, 2 beetles were seen on the East Meadow Trail. No OTB were found on either the Vernal Ridge Trail or the section of the Moore Creek Trail that crosses the grassland to the Prairie View Trail. Taken in chronological order, the total number of Ohlone tiger beetles detected on these surveys was 6, 9, and 5. Cows were present only on the February 8th survey however, survey results were similar both in the presence and absence of cows. Warm, spring-like conditions in early February followed by cool, very wet conditions well into April perhaps caused unfavorable conditions for emerging adults at this site.

Respectfully,

Chris Spohrer
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