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Maritime Chaparral Transition:
Prunedale Hills 1975-2000
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Results:
Tree and Shrub Layers

• Same species composition
• Same number of species per plot
• Higher percent cover (86% to 99%)
• Much higher A. pajaroensis cover
• Higher cover of taller trees/shrubs
• Lower cover of shorter shrubs

Results:
Herb Layer

• Fewer species (27 to 18)
• Fewer species per plot
• Still no Arctostaphylos seedlings
• But many more Q. agrifolia seedlings
• Nothing but vines under tall canopy
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Maritime Chaparral Transition:
Long Valley 1931-1999
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1971 1980

1999 Results:
65% Chaparral Loss (~1%/yr)
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Future Directions:
Maritime Chaparral Research & Management

• Managing Fire Regimes in the Context 
of Other Human Impacts
– Non-native Species
– Habitat Fragmentation
– Climate Change

• Managing Chaparral For Multiple 
Species
– Not Just Shrubs
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Future Directions:
Maritime Chaparral Management & Research

• Managing Disturbance Across the 
Landscape
– No “Right” Management Regime

• Research Approaches
– Replicated Experiments Testing a Range 

of Treatments
– Meta-analysis
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